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Welcome to this month’s issue of
The Singhal Report – our monthly
real estate newsletter courtesy of
The Singhal Group. We bring you
this newsletter in hopes that you
find it informative and useful. If
you’re thinking of making a move
or have a general real estate related
question, please don’t hesitate to
contact us. We’re here to help in
any way we can and we would
love to hear from you. Be sure to
visit our website regularly for
up-to-date information on our
current listings and to download an
electronic copy of this newsletter.

Is 2018 the year you or someone you know intends to retire? If so, a big
part of that plan will likely involve some serious decisions about longterm housing.
Retiring from a paying job typically
means an adjustment in your income,
so here are some important points
to think through before you take that
important step:
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Niraj Singhal



Are you anticipating that you’ll
be included in the 15 percent of
Canadian seniors who still have
an outstanding mortgage on their
homes? If so, you need to recognize
exactly how much extra money
you’ll need in retirement in order to
cover your housing costs.
If retirement is on the horizon
but not yet imminent, you’ll want
to work with a financial planner
and mortgage professional to
see what you can do to reduce
or eliminate your mortgage debt
before you retire. Bumping up
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your monthly payments now, while
you’re still working, will help the
debt disappear quicker. If you can
refinance to a lower interest rate
but keep your monthly payments
the same, you’ll also be able to
chip away at your principal faster.


Consider if you still need your
current space or if a smaller
home would make more sense. A
smaller space typically results in
lower home operating expenses
and less work to keep the
household humming.

Please call to discuss all your
downsizing options, whether
that means a smaller house,
a condo, or some other, more
practical housing alternative to
your current house.
CNSFH

Terminology Tip
FIXTURES
Fixtures are those things that typically stay behind
when you sell your home because they’re affixed to the
property and are not easily removed — unlike chattels,
which are removable personal property (e.g., fridges and
washing machines). Fixtures include things like wall-to-wall
carpeting, kitchen cabinets, light fixtures and awnings.
Some items can fit into either category, so it’s important to
both buyer and seller that any fixtures not included as part
of the sale be specified in writing so as to avoid disputes.
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SAY “BYE” BEFORE “BUY”
Moving homes is not only emotionally taxing, but the physical task of hauling all your belongings from one
place to another is just downright exhausting. Have a look at the following decluttering directions, whether
you’re thinking of making a move soon, or simply want to get a jump on your spring-cleaning.
Recognize that going through your belongings and
sorting them into “keep” versus “sell/donate/toss”
piles always takes longer than you think it will. If you’re
planning to sell items, whether via a garage sale or online,
you’ll also need to give yourself time to not only set the
items aside and price them properly, but (if selling online)
coordinate pickups and deliveries too. Even if you’re
planning to donate much of your extra furniture and
belongings, some charities require a week or two notice
to schedule pickups.

Furniture is also a major moving concern, so before you base
the size of your moving truck on every last stick of it, have a
good look around to contemplate what’s really worth bringing
with you. Many households still have their “starter” furniture
floating around. While your older furniture may have some
sentimental value, you may want to weigh in objectively about
its remaining life, and in fact if it might even be worse for
wear at the other end of your move. The same goes for wellused furniture that blends with your current surroundings, but
may look shabby or out of place in your new environment.

Besides items that won’t fit into your new place or that you
simply won’t need in your new home, what else probably
isn’t worth making the effort to move?

Take everything out of your closet, set aside the clothes and
footwear you use the most, then purge or donate the items
that either don’t fit anymore or that you simply don’t wear. The
same goes for children’s toys that they’ve outgrown or don’t
play with anymore. It’s not an easy task — it’s difficult getting
rid of “perfectly good” stuff — but by donating it you should
feel good that somebody, somewhere, is going to liberate
those items from a dark closet to enjoy and appreciate!

Consider your major appliances — your washer, dryer,
fridge, stove and dishwasher. How old are they? Appliances
are big, heavy and awkward to move, and may not be worth
the cost to move if they’ve already given you a number of
years of service. New appliances that can be delivered
directly to your new home by the retailer make for an easier
move and, with most of today’s models built to more energy
efficient standards, you can probably justify the immediate
upfront cost of new appliances with a future of lower longterm operating costs.

The benefits of downsizing your belongings are many,
from simply having less to move — and therefore less
to have to pay movers to move — to putting extra cash
in your pocket to buy new things for your new place, to
an emotional lightening of the pressures of moving!

HOUSEHOLD TIP: CLEANING WITH CONDIMENTS
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KETCHUP: Rub ketchup on your copper pots to make them gleam again; its acidity
helps dissolve tarnish and stubborn spots.



MUSTARD: Mustard powder can actually be used as a deodorizer in containers that
have acquired a smell from its previous contents, or pans that have cooked strongsmelling meals such as curry. To get the smell out, mix mustard powder and hot
water together in the container, let it sit for half an hour, then wash out as usual.



MAYONNAISE: Use mayonnaise to rub unsightly water marks out of wooden
furniture, and to remove sticky adhesives and glue from glass. Bring the shine back
to large-leafed houseplants by wiping leaves with a mild soap and water mixture first,
then using a paper towel to rub a dab of mayo into the tops of the leaves.



VINEGAR: Vinegar has a huge cleaning capacity, from windows to floors, to getting
stains off shower doors and disinfecting your cutting boards. Consider mixing
vinegar with lemon juice to cut the pungent smell.

TAKE INVENTORY
Many of us are surrounded by so much “stuff”
in our homes, day in and day out, that we barely
even notice it anymore. And that’s a problem
when it comes to trying to recall everything
that’s missing after a home break-in, major fire
or other home disaster. Take some time now to
create a thorough home inventory so that if you
ever need to itemize your missing or damaged
belongings on an insurance claim, you’ll be
sure to cover everything and receive your fair
settlement faster.
Today’s technology makes taking inventory easier than
ever; you may want to utilize an app that allows you
to create an inventory spreadsheet to catalogue your
belongings, and upload receipts for large items such as
furniture and electronics.
If you don’t have time to create a
written inventory of everything you
own right now, you could at least
create a video of your belongings
by walking through each room and
visually capturing it all, zooming in on
makes, models and serial numbers
as necessary, and narrating details
as you go along. Once you record
everything, and that means not only
the big, expensive things but also
smaller items that would still add up
if you needed to replace them, store
the digital inventory in the Cloud or
off-site on an external hard drive,
ideally in a safety deposit box if you
have one.

~ Monthly Musing ~
“The best kiss is
the one that has
been exchanged
a thousand times
between the
eyes before it
reaches the lips.”

Now that it’s on your mind, why
not make an appointment to talk
~
to an insurance professional for
suggestions on how to create an
efficient inventory list, and to help
sort through what kinds of coverage
you need to protect your home and belongings?
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AT FIRST GLANCE

The Khool Haus

A positive or negative first
impression makes all the
difference when you’re showing
your home, so make note of
these tips to help you create the
best initial reaction possible for
potential homebuyers.


Show your home in its best light.
Dark rooms strike the eye as
being smaller than they really
are, so maximize natural light in
your home by throwing open all
your window coverings during
the day. Also, make sure all your
light fixtures are turned on, and
consider (temporarily) switching
out low-watt bulbs for some with
higher wattage, to brighten rooms
even more.



Tone it down. Bold colors are difficult for buyers to
see past and busy patterns are visually distracting,
so tone down and neutralize: repaint those loud
walls, tear up that busy carpet and tear down that
dizzying wallpaper.



Kick clutter to the curb. Like darkness, clutter
tricks the eye into thinking spaces are smaller than
they are, and like loud colors and busy patterns, it’s
distracting and hard to see past — not to mention
it can cause buyers to wonder what else is being
neglected in the home.



Create the illusion of more space. Open up
your closets and have a look. Now remove half their
contents. Do the closets look bigger to you? They
will to buyers, as well. Another easy trick to visually
open up spaces is to strategically place mirrors in
small areas like foyers, hallways and anywhere they’ll
reflect natural light.



Consider suggestions from your
real estate sales representative,
who has the experience of seeing
what works in today’s marketplace!
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Vegan Chocolate Tart
CRUST
 1 c. raw pecan nuts
 4 Tbsp. desiccated coconut
 3 Tbsp. melted raw cacao
butter or melted coconut oil






1 Tbsp. raw cacao powder
1 Tbsp. raw cacao nibs
5 dates (pitted)
Pinch of pink salt

FILLING
 1 c. raw cashews (soaked
2-5 hours and rinsed)
 ¾ c. coconut cream
 3 Tbsp. raw cacao butter or
melted coconut oil

 2 Tbsp. raw cacao powder
 3-4 Tbsp. maple syrup or
agave nectar
 Pinch of pink salt
 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract

TOPPING
 ½ c. slivered almonds, toasted
 Fresh berries, as desired

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Line a 4” x 10” x 1” pan with parchment paper.
2. Crust: Add all crust ingredients to a food processor; blend
until well mixed and slightly crumbly. Press crust mixture into
lined pan and place in freezer while preparing filling.
3. Filling: Add all filling ingredients to a food processor; blend
until smooth.
4. Pour the filling into the crust, and place in the freezer for at
least 2 hours, or until set. Garnish with fruits and shaved
almonds before serving.

The information and opinions contained in this newsletter are obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy cannot be guaranteed. The publishers assume no responsibility for errors and omissions or for any damages resulting from the use of the published
information. This newsletter is provided with the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting, or other professional advice. Not intended to solicit properties or businesses listed for sale and agency agreements in place with other real estate brokers. Whole or
partial reproduction of this newsletter is forbidden without the written permission of the publisher. © Market Connections Inc.® 2018, Phone: (800) 387-6058.
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310 CALABAR
COURT

90 GEORGE
STREET
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STONEBRIDGE BUNGALOW
BACKING ONTO GOLF
COURSE

AMAZING 400SF
TERRACE
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Notes:

